Northern Interior Plateaux
and Mountains '

Not represented

CINDER CONES, PLATEAUX AND CANYONS

... There's the land (Have you seen it?)

It's the land that I know,

From the big, dizzy mountains that screen it,
To the deep, deathlike valleys below

from ““The Spell of the Yukon™,
Robert W. Service

Grand Canyon of the Stikine

THE LAND:

This is a large, complex re-
gion of mountains, broad
plateaux, plains, basins and
trenches. Glaciers and vol-
canoes have shaped this area
extensively. The work of
glaciers 1is ©present
throughout, although only
small icefields and glaciers
exist today. A good exam-
ple of active glaciers is found
in the Kluane-Aiskinik area
adjoining Kluane National
Park Reserve. This is a
rugged area where alpine Spatizi River

glaciers have carved uplands into angular

Black Bear

mountains over 2,500 me-
tres high with both glaciat-
ed and unglaciated moun-
tain landscapes. Much of this
area was spared from the
Pleistocene glaciers, resulting
in lundforms that are rare-
ly found elsewhere in Ca-
nada.

Several major rivers have
carved deep canyons. The
“Grand Canyon of the Sti-
kine”, where the river flows
for 64 kilometres hetween
sheer lava walls 100 me-
tres or more in height, is

one of the most spectacular river canyons

mountains and U-shaped valleys. The Yu- in Canada. The largest lakes in British Col-
kon River-Southern Ogilvies area includes umbia are found in this region. Mount Ed-

Parks Canada (1997) National Park System Plan


https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/plan




Natural Region 7

ziza, the apex of
the Spectrum
Ranges, features
well-preserved
examples of re-
cent volcanic
activity, includ-
ing cinder cones,
calderas, lava
plains, dykes and
other evidence of
the earth’s rest-
lessness. Mt
Edziza Provincial Park includes many of
these volcanic features.

Wolf

VEGETATION:

Boreal forest dominates the region. Black
spruce, white spruce and lodgepole pine
are the most common species. Sub-alpine
firs stand alone or in tight groves at the
tree line. Aspen and birch paint the shore-
lines and lower mountain sides bright yel-
low in September. Broad belts of alpine
tundra, lush neon-green with cow parsnip
and lupines or in muted pastel shades of
green, grey and rust with heather and dwarf
birch, are found throughout the region at
higher elevations.

WILDLIFE:

Moose, caribou, elk, Dall's and Stone's sheep,
mountain goat, wolf, wolverine, black bear
and grizzly bear thrive in this region. The
region’s many lakes and streams teem with
rainbow, cutthroat and Dolly Varden trout,
along with five species of salmon. The Spatsizi
Plateau area is famous for its plentiful wil-
dlife. Osborn caribou and Stone’s sheep,
two sub-species with limited ranges, find
critical habitat in this area. Much of this

area is included in Spatsizi Platean Wilder-
ness Provincial Park. Gladys Lake Ecologi-
cal Reserve, the largest in the province
(486 km?), is completely surrounded by
the provincial park. Tt was established to
conduct research on non-hunted big game
species.

STATUS OF NATIONAL PARKS:

No national parks exist yet in this region.
Four representative natural areas were
identified in studies carried out by Parks
Canada in the early 1980s: Mt. Edziza (B.C.),
Spatsizi Plateau (B.C.), Kluane-Aiskinik
(Yukon) and Yukon River-Southern Ogil-
vies (Yukon). Because new information has
come to light over the past decade and the
region has been impacted by human dis-
turbances over the same period, the re-
gional analysis work is being updated.

Several factors could affect national park
establishment in this region. The hydro-
electric power generating potential of the
large rivers draining these areas - the
Stikine, Stewart, and Yukon - is vast.
Dams, reservoirs, transmission line rights-

Spectrum Range B.C.



Looking north from Haiines Junction, with
a complex pattern of varied vegetation.

d glacial flour, gives the water its

g colour.
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Mount Edziza

of-way and access roads would detract from
the desirability of these areas for national
park purposes. Big-game hunting and guid-
ing is an important recreational and eco-
nomic activity in
much of the region.
Forestry is increas-
ing in the region,
particularly in the
lower Stikine Valley.
Much of the region
has mineral claims
on it, and mines are
under development
in the Spatsizi Pla-
teau area south of the
provincial park.

Much of the British
Columbia portion of
the region is covered by unsettled averlap-
ping comprehensive land claims. The
Champagne and Aishihik First Nations Fin-
al Agreement covering a portion of the nat-
ural region in the Yukon Territory has been
settled.

Establishment of a national park in this

natural region will require the support and
co-operation of the native peoples and the
Government of British Columbia or the
Yukon Territorial Government.

The following table summarizes the status
of system planning for each step toward es-
tablishing a new national park in this natu-
ral region.

Steps in the Park Establishment Process Status
Representative Natural Areas Identified: update underway
Potential Park Area Selected: 0
Park Feasibility Assessed: 0
Park Agrcement Signed: 0

0

Scheduled under the National Parks Act :

Yukon River — Southern Oglivie areas




The Beringia Centre in Whitehorse explains the fascinating ice-age history of the
region. While most of Canada was buried under giant Pleistocene glaciers kilometres
thick, central Yukon remained ice-free. It was too cold to snow! The St. Elias Mt. to the
west trapped moisture from the Pacific, leaving Yukon a bitterly cold but relatively
snow-free area where wildlife flourished. Mammoths, ground sloths, and many other
species of mammals left their bones to inspire modern visitors.

Major Land Uses
Traditional living
Mining - gold, lead-zinc
Tourism

Aboriginal Peoples

Parks and Natural Areas

Naats’ihoh’oh National Park Reserve
Spatsizi Plateau

Rocky Mountain Trench & Tintina Trench

Further Information
Beringia Centre, Whitehorse

Settlements
Whitehorse, Yukon
Dawson, Yukon
Watson Lake, Yukon



Looking up the Yukon River valley,

with Bonanza Creek and Dawson
City in the foreground. Just north of Dawson, in Tombstone

Territorial Park, the forest in the valley gives
way to tundra on the more exposed slopes.
This photo was taken in mid-June.




The Klondike Gold Rush
of 1898 still makes an
impact. Here, outside
Dawson, giant winding
piles of gravel show
where dredges (shown
below) have sifted the
Klondike River bed to
extract gold. Modern
dredges and smaller
machines still provide a
living for many residents.



Wood-working skills are kept alive, both for cultural and practical purposes, at the
Teslin Tlingit Heritage Centre. Here, young-ish people demonstrate the construction
of precision timber buildings.



https://teslintlingitheritagecentre.com

