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Looking north from Haiines Junction, with 
a complex pattern of varied vegetation.

Teslin Lake on the British Columbia-Yukon border. Finely-
ground rock, called glacial flour, gives the water its 

characteristic turquoise colour.





Settlements

Whitehorse, Yukon

Dawson, Yukon

Watson Lake, Yukon

Further Information

Beringia Centre, Whitehorse


The Beringia Centre in Whitehorse explains the fascinating ice-age history of the 
region. While most of Canada was buried under giant Pleistocene glaciers kilometres 
thick, central Yukon remained ice-free. It was too cold to snow! The St. Elias Mt. to the 
west trapped moisture from the Pacific, leaving Yukon a bitterly cold but relatively 
snow-free area where wildlife flourished. Mammoths, ground sloths, and many other 
species of mammals left their bones to inspire modern visitors.

Major Land Uses

Traditional living

Mining - gold, lead-zinc

Tourism


Aboriginal Peoples


Parks and Natural Areas

Naats’ihoh’oh National Park Reserve

Spatsizi Plateau 

Rocky Mountain Trench & Tintina Trench




Looking up the Yukon River valley, 
with Bonanza Creek and Dawson 
City in the foreground. Just north of Dawson, in Tombstone 

Territorial Park, the forest in the valley gives 
way to tundra on the more exposed slopes. 

This photo was taken in mid-June.



The Klondike  Gold Rush 
of 1898 still makes an 
impact. Here, outside 
Dawson, giant winding 
piles of gravel show 
where dredges  (shown 
below) have sifted the 
Klondike River bed to 
extract gold. Modern 
dredges and smaller 
machines still provide a 
living for many residents.



Wood-working skills are kept alive, both for cultural and practical purposes, at the 
Teslin Tlingit Heritage Centre.  Here, young-ish people demonstrate the construction 
of precision timber buildings.

https://teslintlingitheritagecentre.com

